December 9, 2010

Present were:  Bob Stoll, Mike Halvorson, Robert Gehring, Rose Nolan, Mark Halvey, Attorney Robert Hankel, Barb Reynolds and Phyllis Kaskin

Absent were:  Carol Haas

1.  Meeting called to order.  The meeting of the Town Board was called to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairman Stoll led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Approval of minutes.  No minutes were presented.
4. Reports:

a. Committees and reports from the floor.  Ken Mangold – The Library Board will be meeting at 5:30 pm on Monday at Twin Lakes.  There is a meeting scheduled for the municipalities at Paddock Lake on December 20th.

b. Clerk.  Received the 2009 Annual Report from SWRPC.  The WI Towns Association has sent information about joining the Urban Towns.  Attended a meeting with the County Clerk regarding elections.  New machines are scheduled to be replaced in two years. The tax bills are in the mail.  The 2011 garbage schedule can be picked up. It has been posted on the web site.
c. Treasurer.  The balance in the general checking account as of November 30th was $49,191.56.
d. Supervisors:  Mr. Gehring – Attended the Lake Benedict Lake District meeting.  A water quality test should be done after the water has been filtered.  Mr. Halvey – Changed the sign. The fees collected at the boat launches was approximately $16,000. Half of that was paid for attendant’s wages.  He is thinking of donating some time at the launches next year.  Mr. Halvorson – The road tour was cancelled because of the weather.  Ms. Nolan – Has a letter from All Star Lawn Care that should be discussed.  On the 15th at the Salem Library a program on Medicare will be presented.  There will be a senior coffee at Twin Lakes on the 21st at 10:00 am.
e. Chairperson:  Mr. Stoll – Santa is coming to town on Saturday and for a pancake breakfast on Sunday.  The Nippersink drainage project final figure is $114,141.00. 
5. Citizen comments.  Mark Starzyk – Thanked Mark Halvey for his work at the boat launches.  Bob Petrus – The Lake Management has requested a moratorium on the pumping.  Was the board going to take any action on it?
6. Business:  A motion by Gehring/Halvorson to move item “c” to the number one position.  Motion carried.

a.  Presentation on road improvements and financing the improvements.  Ken Ward and Christine Kramer, a financial analyst, attend the meeting.  Initially this project was set to be over 5 years.  It has been decided to go with a 1 or 2 year project because interest rates are low, our roads are deteriorating faster than predicted and contractors are looking for work.  They are recommending borrowing from the State Trust Fund at an interest rate of 2.75%.  The debt service would be about $365,000 per year for 10 years.  If the loan would be requested after March 15, 2011 no payment would be due until the following year.  Every road in the town would have something done to prolong its life.  A lengthily discussion followed.  A motion by Gehring/Halvey to go ahead with the road project plan at a cost of three million dollars.  Motion carried.  

b. Engage the Town Attorney to assist the Ethics Committee in investigation of a complaint against Rose Nolan.   Supervisor Nolan read a prepared statement, recused herself and left the room.  The meeting was turned over to Attorney Hankel.  Because of the cost involved, the Ethics Ordinance requires that the Town Board needs to approve to have the Town attorney advice the Ethics Board.  A motion by Gehring/Halvorson to engage the Town attorney to work with the Ethics Board in regard to the questions they may have.  Motion carried.  Ms. Nolan returned to the meeting room.
c. Insurance quote.  Michelle Strauss with the Horton Group gave an overview of our insurance coverage.  We will keep the inland marine deductible at $1,000 and increase the excess liability on the uninsured/underinsured motorist.

d. Next meeting date.  A motion by Gehring/Nolan to cancel the December 23rd meeting.  Motion carried.

e. Trim trees and cut brush along 406th Avenue within the Town road right of way.  Chairman Stoll met again with the Town of Wheatland, the Town of Bloomfield and the owners of Golf, Gifts and Galleries.  An engineer was hired to do an analysis of the road.  It was determined to be a 3 rod road and some trees and brush should be cut.  Golf Gifts and Galleries has offered to pay for the tree trimming at an estimated cost of $3,829.  A motion by Halvorson/Gehring to accept the offer of Golf, Gifts and Galleries to do the tree maintenance consistent with the Arbor Images estimate along 406th Avenue.  Motion carried.

7.  Bills.  A motion by Gehring/Halvey to pay the bills.  (check numbers 30678 to 30694)

8. Adjourn.  A motion by Nolan/Gehring to adjourn.  The motion was carried and the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 pm.
Phyllis J. Kaskin

Town Clerk

